9th Annual Student Research Day 2008
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On February 21, 2008, the Cardiovascular Sciences Collaborative Program held its 9th Annual Student Research Day. This was a fun-filled day that was attended by All CSCP trainees. Dr. Wittnich began the Day with her welcoming remarks. Selected students then presented their research concepts, designs or results in a series of 10 minute presentations followed by a 5 minute question period. The presentations were especially polished and professional this year, and covered a broad range of hot topics in cardiovascular research. 

SESSION I:  Chair  --  Shathiyah Kulandavelu

9:15
Elissa Tepperman (MSc- Institute of Medical Science)
“Tacrolimus Preserves Endothelial-Dependent Vasomotor Function and Decreases Sensitivity to Vasospasm”

9:30
Mitesh Badiwala (PhD – Institute of Medical Science)

“Donor Pretreatment with Hypertonic Saline Improves Coronary Artery Vascular Function Post-Cardiac Transplantation”

9:45
Maral Ouzounian (PhD – Institute of Medical Science)

“Biomarkers to Distinguish Systolic from Diastolic Heart Failure”
10:00  Lara Gotha (MSc – Institute of Medical Science)
“Arterial Injury & Intimal Hyperplasia in Heparan Sulfate-Deficient Perlecan Mice: The Effects of Induction of Perlecan”

10:15
Meghan Sauve (MSc – Institute of Medical Science)


“The Role DPP-4 Inhibition in the Cardiovascular System”

10:30
Geoffrey de Couto (MSc – Institute of Medical Science)
“cFLIP Modulates the Cardiac Hypertrophic and Fibrotic Response After Pressure-Overload and Angiotensin II Infusion”

SESSION 2: Chair  --  Michael Ward 

11:00
Tenille Ragoonanan (MSc – Department of Physiology)
“Acute Beta 1 Adrenergic Antagonism Inhibits Cerebral Oxygen Delivery Following Severe Hemodilution in Rodents”

11:15 
Luka Srejic (MSc – Department of Physiology)
“Spontaneous and Evoked Cortical Potentials in a Rat Focal Stroke Model In Vivo”


11:30
Katharine Currie (MSc – Department of Exercise Sciences)

“The Effects of Short-Term Endurance Exercise Training on Vascular Function in Young Males”

11:45
Christy Hamilton (MSc – Department of Exercise Sciences)

“NF-kB Activation in Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cells Following Short Term Endurance Training”

12:00
Kumar Perampaladas (MSc – Department of Pharmacology)

“Effect of Rosiglitazone on Nitroglycerin-induced Endothelial Function”

12:15
Kieran Quinn (MSc – Department of Physiology)
“Human Neutrophil Peptides Induce Endothelial-Leukocyte Interaction and Accelerate Foam Cell Formation”

The afternoon component of the Research Day was highlighted by our Visiting Guests, Dr. Margaret Rand and Dr. Saeid Babaei -- two successful individuals in academia and industry.  An informal presentation was held where they shared the highs and lows of their career paths and life experiences with the students. Students were very delighted to meet Drs. Rand and Babaei, and this session was filled with enthusiastic discussions about their insights into the possible career paths for the students.
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Dr. Saeid Babaei  (Left), and Dr. Margaret Rand (Right) were present to share their career paths and life experiences with the students

Winners of the Bigelow Book Prize (Dr. Mitesh Badiwala, PhD/IMS, Supervisor: Dr. V. Rao), and the Phenix Graduate Award (Emma O’Donnell, PhD/EXS, Supervisor: Dr. J. Goodman) were announced. We were honoured to have the Bigelow and Phenix families present to hand out the awards. 
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Dr. Bigelow’s daughter, Pixie (left), was present to award the Bigelow Book Prize to Dr. Mitesh Badiwala (center) with Dr. Carin Wittnich (right)
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Mrs. Phenix’s daughter, Karthryn (left), was present to award the Lorne Phenix Gradaute Award to Emma O’Donnell (center) with Dr. Carin Wittnich (right)

Certificates and gifts were presented to those students who had successfully completed the Cardiovascular Sciences Collaborative Program over the past year. 

John Sun, MSc, PSL, Supervisor: Dr. L. Adamson

Danny Quaglietta, MSc/PSL, Supervisor: Dr. C. Wittnich

Adam Gwozda, MSc/IMS, Supervisor: Dr. M. Rand

Kirsteen Burton, MSc/CHL, Supervisor: Dr. G. Tomlinson 

Danny Ramzy, PhD/IMS, Supervisor: Dr. V. Rao

This year's Research Day was again a successful event due to the combined efforts of many people. The members of the Planning Committee (Albert Tsui, Tenille Ragoonanan, and Laura Voicu) would like to thank everyone involved in making this day a success, including Drs. Rand and Babaei, the student presenters, the session Chairs, Shathiyah and Mike, the CSCP Business Officer, Ms. Victoria Simpson, and Dr. Wittnich, CSCP Director.

